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 he reddish-brown ants are everywhere and are invading com-
 munities from Central to Southern Florida. The Caribbean Crazy 
 ant, Paratrechina pubens, is an invasive species named for its point 
of origin and its erratic movement. Once this species infests an area, control 
is very difficult. Crazy ants build “super colonies,” in which their numbers 
can be in the hundreds of thousands. Each nest can have multiple queens, 
and it is not uncommon for separate ant colonies to forage in the same area 
and even mingle together. 

Caribbean Crazy Ants at Water Crest
by Dennis Cone
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Photo courtesy of April Nobile and AntWeb.org.
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 When observing these ants, 
it is reminiscent of a 1960s sci-
ence fiction movie. The ants 
just seem to be taking over. 
They march along the walk-
ways and cover driveways, 
fences, tree trunks, shrubbery, 
and mulch beds. They are 
everywhere you look, and 
there is no escaping their pres-
ence. Not only is this the seem-
ingly normal behavior for this 
ant species, but this year the 
problem is compounded. It 
might be hard to remember 
now, with the current balmy 
temperatures, but Florida had 
a very cold winter this past 
year. The cold winter affected 
and delayed ant activity and 
reproduction. Once the weather 
patterns changed to warmer 
and wetter conditions, the ant 
populations exploded. The 
ants had to work overtime to 
make up for a shorter season. 
As a result we seem to be deal-
ing with twice as many ants.
 The Water Crest community 
was recently overtaken by 
these Caribbean Crazy ants. 
Exterior treatments for the ants 
were begun, but surrounding 
natural areas, such as swamps 

and nature preserves provided safe havens for reinvading ants. Resi-
dents in the neighborhood were frustrated and disgusted when the ants 
would invade the interior of their homes, following heavy rains. Treat-
ments continued, but the ants still came. J.W. Waite, head of maintenance 
at Water Crest, says this is a very persistent situation. J.W. has been em-
ployed at Water Crest for six years. He tells us, “The ants just appeared 
out of nowhere. I have had to learn more about ants and patience than 
I ever wanted to. I have never seen anything like it; everywhere you 
look there are ants trailing from the preserve area toward our property. 
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It seems like whatever gets 
done to reduce the ants 
will last for a few days, 
and then they are right 
back. I know the pest control 
company is doing all they 
can do, but this is an over-
whelming situation.”
 Choosing to consult with 
outside experts from Bayer 
and DuPont, the pest control 
company was able to utilize 
some new materials and 
expertise in addressing this 
ant problem. Treatments with 
new technologies began and 
treatment was expanded to 
create a barrier of at least 
30 feet from the buildings, 
including the treatment of all 
mulch areas, shrubbery, and 
tree trunks. Bait stations are 
being placed immediately 
adjacent to the conservation 
areas with the hope that ants 
will take the bait back to the 
colonies and greatly reduce 
their numbers before they 
can reach the Water Crest 
buildings. So far with all of 
these efforts, the amount of 
ants has been reduced, but 
elimination of the problem 
seems unlikely.  
 Dealing with ants in 
Florida is nothing new, but 
this particular ant seems 
to be the most persistent 
ant encountered. Caribbean 
Crazy ants completely take 
over an area. Once they 
arrive they will out-forage 
and out-compete every other 
ant species, including fire 
ants, making this the most 
extreme pest we have had to 
contend with in recent years.
 Dennis Cone is Florida 
region operations director 
for HomeTeam Pest Defense 
with offices located throughout 
Florida. For more information, 
visit www.pestdefense.com.



ATTENTION DIRECTORS!

 By now you have probably heard of the new law that went into effect on July 1, 2010, giving 

newly elected or appointed condominium board members the option to participate in an 

educational course. This option is instead of merely signing a certification that you have read 

all your association’s documents and that you will faithfully discharge your fiduciary duties.

 You are probably asking yourself, “Why should I spend time and possibly money to attend 

an educational course when I can just sign a piece of paper?”

 Here are three good reasons to take the Condominium Board Education Course:

• You probably haven’t really read and understood all your association’s documents, so 

 signing that certification could be perjury.

• You have probably not really ever thought about what “fiduciary responsibility” means 

 and that you could be personally liable for decisions you make as a board member.

• You do not realize your Directors’ and Officers’ Insurance (D & O) may not cover all the 

 mistakes you might commit as a board member and for which you or the board may be 

 sued. It only covers the ones in which you fulfilled your fiduciary duties.

 In this four-hour classroom course, you will receive relevant information about your 

fiduciary duties and how it relates to the operation of your association. In our 100-page 

manual, we’ll explore the state and federal laws, explain the functions of your governing 

documents, examine meeting procedures, review budgets and reports, describe different 

types of association insurance, consider various types of maintenance procedures, contracts 

and bidding, offer guidelines for dealing with people, and learn a problem solving strategy.

 Our course is available as classroom or correspondence. But you won’t want the corre-

spondence version because you’ll miss out on all the discussion and networking with other 

board members.

 Upon successful completion, you will be awarded a Certificate of Completion that you 

will present to your association secretary to be kept as part of your official records.

 Materials fee: Classroom—$59 per person

  
Correspondence—$59 per person

 Once elected or appointed, you only have 90 days to comply with the new statute. So act 

now! Call or go online to reserve your seat. E-mail Betsy@FloridaCAMSchools.com or call 

(352) 326-8365 today!

Betsy Barbieux, CAM

Florida CAM Schools, LLC

2501 West Main Street #108

Leesburg, FL 34748

Telephone: (352) 326-8365

Fax: (352) 728-5075


